
WARNING: MACHINE SKATES 
Any piece of equipment can be dangerous if not operated properly.  YOU are responsible for the safe operation of this 

equipment.  The operator must carefully read and follow any warnings, safety signs and instructions provided with or located on 

the equipment.  Do not remove, defeat, deface or render inoperable any of the safety devices or warnings on this equipment.  IF 

any safety devices or warnings have been removed, defeated, defaced or rendered inoperable, DO NOT USE THIS 

EQUIPMENT!!! 
 

 WARNING: This product contains Chromium from steel products which are known to the State of California to 

cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more information go to www.P65warnings.ca.gov   
 

DANGER: NEVER USE THE STEERING BARS TO PULL THE LOAD. 

• Danger: This tool has & creates multiple pinch points that can cause dismemberment or death. Keep hands, feet & other 

body parts clear at all times. NEVER reach under lifted equipment! 

• Never operate this equipment if you are tired or if you are under the influence of alcohol, drugs, medication or any 

substance that could affect your ability or judgment.  Be alert! If you get tired while operating this equipment, take a break. 

Tiredness may result in loss of control. 

• When the load is moving always position yourself so you can control the skates while staying clear of the raised load. 

• Continually check the path behind you to make sure there are no trip hazards. 

• Do not allow the load to travel at speed or change its direction of travel abruptly. 

• NEVER allow yourself or others to be in a position between the load & a wall or other fixed structures as you could 

become trapped & seriously injured. 

• There is a serious risk of personal injury if you do not follow all instructions laid down in this guide. 

• Keep children, animals & bystanders away from the work area. Cordon off a NO GO area using cones & either barriers or 

tape, available for rent. 

• Wear practical, protective clothing, gloves & footwear. Avoid loose garments & jeweler that could catch in moving parts, 

tie back long hair. 

• Ensure the load is balanced, stable & that personnel stand clear of the raised load. 

• Make sure you know how to operate this equipment safely & are aware of its limitations before you use it. 

• It is both the renter’s & the operator’s responsibility to perform a risk assessment before using this equipment you are also 

responsible for the safety of any person in the work area. 

• Make sure that anyone in the immediate work area is warned of what you are doing. 

• Be aware of the raised load when close to ceilings or other overhead obstructions. 

• Never exceed the equipment’s safe working load, the safe working load is based on a SET of skates & NOT rated 

individually. 

• Check the condition of the equipment before use. If it shows signs of damage or excessive wear, Do Not Use it.  

• This equipment MUST NOT be used to carry or lift personnel. 

• Have on hand, any necessary lifting & pulling equipment needed for the job.    

• Assess the loads design to determine the best position for the skates, the load must rest on the skates top pads. 

• The contact point of the load MUST be able to support its weight i.e. a suitable jacking point, the same as jacking a car. 

• Under no circumstances must anyone allow their hands or feet under the load, whether raised on jacks or set on skates. 

Where the skates need to be maneuvered use a crowbar or similar tool. 

 If the person receiving this handout will not be the user of the equipment, forward these instructions to the operator.  IF there is 

any doubt as to the operation or safety of the equipment, DO NOT USE!!!  CALL A TOOL SHED IMMEDIATELY!!! 

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS COULD RESULT IN INJURY OR DEATH 

OPERATION AND INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

1) Each roller must be inspected before each use. The chain & chain rolls should move freely & the entire roller & roller parts 

should be 100% functional before use. 

2) When installing your Hilman Roller under your heavy object, select an area that is easily accessible, & also provides the best 

load distribution, such as the corners of the object being moved. The point of placement should be able to support that part of 

the load. Lifting the object may be accomplished by a hydraulic jack, hoist, fork truck, pry bar, or any similar device depending 

upon the load weight. Lifting height is determined by the height of the roller. Note that the roller’s low height makes lifting or 

raising of the equipment minimal. 

3) Particular care should be taken when installing rollers. Such care should include lifting, prying and/or jacking the loads. All 

relevant manufacturers’ bulletins on the use of any accessory equipment should be read. 

4) Particular care should be paid to exact alignment of the rollers. Failure to do so could increase surface friction &, in cases of 

severe misalignment, cause possible shifting of the object on the roller. 

5) Roller top should always be fully supported & kept parallel to floor. This is a good case for the use of Preload Pads. 

6) When using large capacity rollers with a machined chain track raceway, make certain that the chain roll is positioned 

properly in the track at dead center of the roller frame. The machined raceway should confine the rolls from shifting side to side. 
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7) If the object being moved has limited contact area or for any reason can shift, the roller should be affixed to the load in at 

least some temporary manner. This method of affixing the roller to the load should be able to withstand any horizontal force 

that might result from the load shift. 

8) Particular care should be taken when moving top heavy equipment or equipment where there is a high center of gravity. The 

user should take all necessary precautions so that the load center is not allowed to shift even in the slightest amount. These 

precautions may include: (8.1) Constant monitoring of rollers. (8.2) Absolute cleanliness of moving surfaces. (8.3) Use of a 

temporary method of attaching roller to load. (8.4) Not moving on uneven surfaces or changing levels. (8.5) Use of preload 

pads. (8.6) Not turning load while moving. (8.7) Moving slowly at all times. 

9) When using swivel models with the locking device (SLD, SLP or SLS), a helpful tip is to lock all rollers before aligning & 

placing under the load. Make sure all Rollers are aligned parallel. 

10) Make certain that the load rests upon the entire roller. If a swivel or swivel lock model (SP/SS/SD or SLP/SLD/SLS) is 

being used, the load should cover the entire area of the swivel top plate. 

11) If the object to be moved has a metal surface which will come in contact with the roller, Hilman Rollers with built-in pads 

(SP or SLP) or loose Hilman Preload Pads should be used to prevent any possible metal-to-metal slippage. Padded tops work 

well even in cases where the object being moved has a wood skid. 

12) Similarly, if the floor surface is uneven, consider Padded Hilman Rollers or Hilman Preload Pads to help prevent “slippage” 

of the roller as it rolls over a “dip” in the floor surface. The pad is designed to compress enough to maintain constant tension on 

the roller as it encounters a variety of slight level changes. 

13) When rolling on a surface that may deviate from a flat condition, a Hilman Preload Pad placed on top of the roller will help 

to assure that the entire footprint of the roller is bearing the load proportionately. Two types of pads are available—neoprene, 

designated by a “P” & fabric impregnated which is designated by “FP”. The fabric FP type is designed for a higher degree of 

predictability & resilience. Consult the manufacturer on any questions concerning the application of these pads. 

14) The floor surface or path upon which the roller transports the heavy load should be clean of all debris & should not have 

sharp protrusions of any sort. 

15) Check to be sure that the floor surface or sub-surface cannot “give way” due to the load concentration at that point. If so, the 

surface must be improved. 

16) Steering handles should be used for steering only & never used for pulling or towing the load. 

17) The roller can be towed only when it is permanently affixed to the load. 

18) When moving up or down an incline it is imperative that the Hilman Rollers be in some way attached to load. Also, it is 

recommended that some type of hold-back device be used on inclined surfaces. 

19) When rating the rollers, it always pays to remember that uneven moving surfaces can cause the load to balance on three 

points at times. 

Therefore, it is suggested that, for safety’s sake, the Hilman Rollers be oversized by 25% to compensate for this condition. 

20) Rollers should be periodically inspected in accordance with Hilman Maintenance Instructions to ensure that all parts are 

fully functional. 

21) When using Hilman Rollers, it is assumed that the user has experience in moving or transporting heavy loads & can apply 

the common sense practices that apply in the wise & careful methods required to move, shift or transport heavy equipment. 

22) If there are any questions or lack of experience in using Hilman Rollers, be sure to contact our technical staff. 

 


